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When it comes to the subject of global warming, the best thing we could all do is 
keep our heads on. So says environmentalist Bjorn Lomborg in his book, Cool It: The 
Skeptical Environmentalist’s Guide to Global Warming. 
Lomborg tells us that there is no debate over whether humanity has caused a 
substantial rise in atmospheric carbon-dioxide levels over the past centuries. What is 
debatable, however, is whether the hysteria and head-long spending on extravagant 
CO2-cutting programs is an appropriate response. 
Global warming is a complex subject. No one on the planet—not even Al Gore, nor 
the world’s leading scientists—have all the knowledge and all the solutions. Instead, 
Lomborg argues that when it comes to global warming, we often hear vastly 
exaggerated and emotional claims. He uses the 1987 Hudson Bay polar bear story as 
an example [the alarmist view that polar bears are disappearing due to global 
warming falls apart upon careful examination; Lomborg cites a recent study (2006) 
by the Canadian government which found that, of the 13 populations of polar bears 
in Canada, 11 are stable or increasing in number]. 
Lomborg points out that the Armageddon view of global warming is wrong. It is 
simply not the case that global warming could mean the end of life on Earth as we 
know it. He notes that while we often hear only about the troubled species, it is also 
a fact that many species will do better with climate change. To support this claim, the 
author cites the Arctic Climate Impact Assessments projects which states that the 
Arctic will experience increasing species richness and higher ecosystem productivity. 
In his book, Lomborg makes the following arguments: 
1. Global warming is real and man-made. It will have a serious impact on humans 

and the environment toward the end of this century. 
2. Statements about the strong, ominous, and immediate consequences of global 

warming are often wildly exaggerated, and this is unlikely to result in good policy. 
3. We need simpler, smarter, and more efficient solutions for global warming rather 

than excessive, if well-intentioned, efforts. Large and very expensive CO2 cuts 
made now will have only a rather small and insignificant impact far into the 
future. 

4. Many other issues are much more important than global warming and we need 
to get some sense of perspective back. Unfortunately, there are many more 
pressing problems in the world than global warming. Issues such as hunger, 
poverty, and crippling diseases are still with us. By addressing some of these 
issues, we can help more people, at a lower cost, with a much higher chance of 
success, than by pursing drastic climate policies at a cost of trillions of dollars. 

Lomborg notes that the arguments he presents in his book will rile a lot of people. 
He says that we have been so accustomed to the standard story: Climate change is 
not only real but will lead to unimaginable catastrophes, while doing something 
about it is not only cheap, but morally right. He observes that understandably, we 
have come to expect that anyone questioning this line of reasoning must have evil 
intentions. 
However, we all need to remind ourselves that our ultimate goal is not to reduce 
greenhouse gases or global warming per se but to improve the environment and the 
quality of life for the maximum number of people. Needless to say, everyone wants 
to leave the planet in decent shape for our children; but Lomborg argues, reducing 
greenhouse-gas emissions may not necessarily be the best way to achieve that result. 
In fact, careful examination of the data would tend to show that reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions may well be one of our least productive ways of spending our 
“environment dollar”. . 
Readers looking for a different perspective on global warming and related  
issues would do well to pick up Lomborg’s book, if only for the 40 pages of 
references to various studies, books, and articles. Lomborg’s different perspective on 
a subject which all too often is taken over by emotional passions rather than cold 
hard facts and reasoned discourse was, we felt, particularly refreshing.  

http://www.amazon.com/Cool-Skeptical-Environmentalists-Global-Warming/dp/0307266923
http://www.amazon.com/Cool-Skeptical-Environmentalists-Global-Warming/dp/0307266923
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